
 

 
“Were not our hearts burning within us 

while he talked with us on the road and 

opened the Scriptures to us?” 



Third Sunday of Easter 
STAR OF BETHLEHEM, NEW BERLIN, WISCONSIN 

 
HYMN: “To Your Temple I Draw Near” 

1   To your temple I draw near; Lord, I love to worship here. 
Here are sacrament and Word; Here believers meet their Lord. 

 
2  I through Christ am reconciled; I through Christ become your child. 

Abba, Father, give me grace In your courts to seek your face. 
 
3   While your glorious praise is sung, Touch my lips, unloose my tongue, 

That my joyful soul may bless Christ the Lord, my righteousness. 
 
4   While the prayers of saints ascend, God of love, to mine attend. 

Hear me, for your Spirit pleads; Hear, for Jesus intercedes. 
 
5   While I listen to your law, Fill my soul with holy awe 

Till your gospel brings to me Life and immortality. 
 
6   While your ministers proclaim Peace and pardon in your name, 

Through their voice, by faith, may I Hear you speaking from the sky. 

 
INVOCATION 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

C: Amen. 

 
CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our 
Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I 
pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 



LORD, HAVE MERCY 
 

C: Lord, have mercy on us.  
    Christ, have mercy on us.  
    Lord, have mercy on us. 

 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

SONG: “My Living Hope” 

How great the chasm that lay between us 
How high the mountain I could not climb 
In desperation, I turned to heaven 
And spoke Your name into the night 
Then through the darkness, Your loving-kindness 
Tore through the shadows of my soul 
The work is finished, the end is written 
Jesus Christ, my living hope 

Who could imagine so great a mercy? 
What heart could fathom such boundless grace? 
The God of ages stepped down from glory 
To wear my sin and bear my shame 
The cross has spoken, I am forgiven 
The King of kings calls me His own 
Beautiful Savior, I'm Yours forever 
Jesus Christ, my living hope 

Hallelujah, praise the One who set me free 
Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on me 
You have broken every chain 
There's salvation in Your name 
Jesus Christ, my living hope 

Then came the morning that sealed the promise 
Your buried body began to breathe 
Out of the silence, the Roaring Lion 
Declared the grave has no claim on me 

Hallelujah, praise the One who set me free 
Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on me 
You have broken every chain 
There's salvation in Your name 
Jesus Christ, my living hope 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
M: Let us pray. 

O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world from the despair of 
death. By his resurrection to life, grant your faithful people gladness of heart and the hope 
of eternal joys; through your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever 

C: Amen. 

THE WORD  
 

FIRST LESSON:  Acts 24:10-21 

When the governor motioned for him to speak, Paul replied: “I know that for a number of 
years you have been a judge over this nation; so I gladly make my defense.  You can easily 
verify that no more than twelve days ago I went up to Jerusalem to worship.  My accusers 
did not find me arguing with anyone at the temple, or stirring up a crowd in the synagogues 
or anywhere else in the city.  And they cannot prove to you the charges they are now making 
against me.  However, I admit that I worship the God of our ancestors as a follower of the 
Way, which they call a sect. I believe everything that is in accordance with the Law and that 
is written in the Prophets,  and I have the same hope in God as these men themselves have, 
that there will be a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked.  So I strive always to 
keep my conscience clear before God and man. 

“After an absence of several years, I came to Jerusalem to bring my people gifts for the poor 
and to present offerings.  I was ceremonially clean when they found me in the temple courts 
doing this. There was no crowd with me, nor was I involved in any disturbance.  But there 
are some Jews from the province of Asia, who ought to be here before you and bring 
charges if they have anything against me.  Or these who are here should state what crime 
they found in me when I stood before the Sanhedrin— unless it was this one thing I shouted 
as I stood in their presence: ‘It is concerning the resurrection of the dead that I am on trial 
before you today.’” 

SECOND LESSON:  1 Peter 1:17-21 

Since you call on a Father who judges each person’s work impartially, live out your time as 
foreigners here in reverent fear. For you know that it was not with perishable things such as 
silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from 
your ancestors, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. He 
was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your 
sake. Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and 
so your faith and hope are in God. 



VERSE OF THE DAY 

M: Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. Our hearts were burning within 
us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us. Alleluia. 

C: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

GOSPEL:  Luke 24:13-35 

C: Glory be to you, O Lord! 

Now that same day two of them were going to a village called 
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem.  They were talking with 
each other about everything that had happened.  As they talked 
and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up 
and walked along with them;  but they were kept from recognizing 
him. 
17 He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk 
along?” 

They stood still, their faces downcast.  One of them, named 
Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who 
does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” 

“What things?” he asked. 

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful 
in word and deed before God and all the people.  The chief priests 
and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they 
crucified him;  but we had hoped that he was the one who was 
going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all 
this took place.  In addition, some of our women amazed us. They 
went to the tomb early this morning but didn’t find his body. They 
came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he 
was alive.  Then some of our companions went to the tomb and 
found it just as the women had said, but they did not see Jesus.” 

He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all 
that the prophets have spoken!  Did not the Messiah have to suffer 
these things and then enter his glory?”  And beginning with 
Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in 
all the Scriptures concerning himself. 

As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus 
continued on as if he were going farther.  But they urged him 
strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost 
over.” So he went in to stay with them. 



When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give 
it to them.  Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from 
their sight.  They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked 
with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” 

They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with 
them, assembled together and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to 
Simon.” Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by 
them when he broke the bread. 

M: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  “This Joyful Eastertide” 

1   This joyful Eastertide  Away with sin and sorrow! 
My love, the Crucified,  Has sprung to life this morrow. 
Had Christ, who once was slain,  Not burst his three-day prison, 
Our faith had been in vain:  But now is Christ arisen, arisen, arisen; 
But now is Christ arisen.  



2   Death’s flood has lost its chill  Since Jesus crossed the river; 
Lover of souls, from ill  My passing soul deliver. 
Had Christ, who once was slain,  Not burst his three-day prison, 
Our faith had been in vain:  But now is Christ arisen, arisen, arisen; 
But now is Christ arisen. 

3 My flesh in hope shall rest  And for a season slumber 
Till trump from east to west  Shall wake the dead in number. 
Had Christ, who once was slain,  Not burst his three-day prison, 
Our faith had been in vain:  But now is Christ arisen, arisen, arisen; 
But now is Christ arisen. 

 
SERMON  Acts 24:14-16 
 

“The Same Hope” 
 
 
 
 
 

C: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me 
not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore 
unto me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit. Amen. 

 
OFFERING 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

 



SONG:  “Jesus, the Risen King” 
 

God sent His Son, a pure and blameless sacrifice,  
Heaven’s holy One given to pay sin’s price; 
And though the world would not believe, an empty tomb was there for all to see. 
Praise to the Son who was crucified, seated again at the Father’s side, 
Death could not win the victory, glory and honor to Jesus the risen King. 
 

Though sin could not be found, the King in all His righteousness 
Gave his robe and crown to know the sting of death 
He bore our sin, the debt was paid and Jesus rose again, defeating the grave! 
Praise to the Son who was crucified, seated again at the Father’s side, 
Death could not win the victory, glory and honor to Jesus the risen King. 
 

Death in vain forbids Him rise, Alleluia! 
Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia! 
Praise to the Son who was crucified, seated again at the Father’s side, 
Death could not win the victory, glory and honor to Jesus the risen King. 
Glory and honor to Jesus the risen King! 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 
M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 

read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your holy 
Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: Amen. Amen. Amen.  
 
CLOSING HYMN:  “Abide, O Dearest Jesus” 

 

1   Abide, O dearest Jesus, Among us with your grace 
That Satan may not harm us Nor we to sin give place. 

 

2   Abide, O dear Redeemer, Among us with your Word 
And thus now and hereafter True peace and joy afford. 

 

4   Abide with richest blessings Among us, bounteous Lord; 
Let us in grace and wisdom Grow daily through your Word. 

 

6   Abide, O faithful Savior, Among us with your love; 
Grant steadfastness and help us To reach our home above.” 


